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Fox Street Trotting. Researcher & Facilitator brief

Your Arts, part of Your Prescap would like to appoint a freelance researcher and facilitator for its up and coming project: Fox Street Trotting. This project is supported by the National Lottery through the Heritage Lottery Fund.
Project overview:

This project will research, explore and share the heritage of the past nine Preston Guilds, including the current Guild in addition to the next Guild in 2032.  We will specifically focus on our current premises and the surrounding streets in these years. We propose to explore the physical history of the building and the street and in addition we will gather oral heritage of the area, the local businesses and people that populated it, going back as far as we can. The changing times mean that each Guild has its own identity but shares a heritage of over 800 years. This project will document these changing times, mirroring the changing times of the building. 

The project will work with a team of 12 volunteers who have a connection with the building both past and present. This could include participants on projects, volunteers or past users of the building. The volunteers will create a self guided audio/podcast tour and booklet from the research gathered which could be used together or independently and will be distributed to the wider community. 
Project Aims:
· To involve 12 volunteers in researching and sharing the heritage of Preston's past nine Guilds, its upcoming Guild and the next Guild of 2032 in connection with the Arts & Media Centre, Fox Street, Preston which is nearly 200 years old.

· To gather and share hopes and aspirations for the next Guild in 2032.

· To equip the volunteers with a variety of research skills, radio, broadcast, podcasting and design skills

· To share with the wider community of Preston the research through self guided walks using audio/podcasts and a booklet, an exhibition, radio programmes and 2 Guild Floats.

Phase 1 & 2 - Researcher responsibilities. 

Working with a researcher the group of volunteers will explore the rich heritage of the Arts and Media centre and near- by streets in the last 9 Guild years.
The majority of volunteers will have little or no experience in research techniques and will learn these skills from you. We envisage the group will learn a variety of research skills due to the nature of the variety of ways the Guild years were documented.

Phase 1 – Working independently
· Gather a selection of initial basic research based on the past 9 Preston Guilds in relation to the Arts and Media Centre and close surrounding area 

· Identify specific tools, methods and approaches for the volunteers to pursue to gain further information based on your initial research

When: February 2012. Specific dates TBC and negotiable. 

Where: Lancashire Archives, Harris Library - community heritage and archives, Harris Museum, Museum of Lancashire, Lancashire records office, NW sound archive and others as appropriate.

Fee: 10 days totalling £1800

Phase 2 – working with the volunteers
Aims: 
· Share your initial research with the volunteers

· To facilitate 12 sessions with the volunteers focusing on building on the research already gathered and identifying specific stories to be told for the self guided audio/podcast tour, booklet and exhibition

· To pass on appropriate research techniques and tools to the volunteers in order for them to gather information both within a group setting and individually
· Gathering hopes and aspirations from the volunteers in relation to the next Guild

· Collate all the research gathered to be passed onto the Preston FM team and graphic designer for the final products 

When: March 2012 - May 2012

Where: Your Prescap, Lancashire Archives, Harris Library - community heritage and archives, Harris Museum, Museum of Lancashire, Lancashire records office, NW sound archives and others as appropriate.

Fee: 12 sessions (2-3 hours) totalling £1080
Phase 3 - Preston FM responsibilities 
Aims:
· Using the information gathered in phase 1 & 2 create a self guided audio/podcast walking tour 

Phase 4 – Graphic designer responsibilities

Aims:

· Working with and using the information gathered in all previous phases create a self guided booklet which can be used with or independently from the audio/podcast

How to apply – Deadline Midday Wednesday 18th January. Informal interviews Wednesday 25th January
Please send a copy of you CV, outline of approach, experience and any supporting documents including reference to websites, visual materials and 2 references to: Teresa East, Your Arts, Arts & Media centre, Fox Street, Preston, PR1 2AB/ teresa@prescap.co.uk 01772 887785. 
[image: image2.jpg]Arts & Meda Centre
Foxtreet

Lancashire
PR1 28

01772887785
risorguk

wwwyourarts.org.uk





