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e:jayne@agentmarketing.co.uk
yOur Prescap’s Response to Arts Council Funding Announcement
yOur Prescap, the community arts organisation based in Preston has received notification from the Arts Council they will not be included in list of National Portfolio Organisations. The organisation, which has previously received around £75k of funding each year to deliver visual and performance arts projects with communities in Lancashire and beyond, will not receive Arts Council funding from April 2012. 

Ben Hunt, Chief Executive of yOur Prescap said:

“While it is too early to fully react to this morning’s statement, we are obviously disappointed to have been unsuccessful in our application to the Arts Council. yOur Prescap is a key feature of the cultural landscape in Lancashire and it will clearly be more difficult for us to deliver our work without the support we have previously received from Arts Council England.

“However, we are a resilient organisation. We have been working for some time to diversify our revenue streams and adapt our operations to build a more robust and sustainable business model.  For example, our social enterprise arm; yOur Creative Connections which will serve to help fill the gaps in our funding and allow us to continue the amazing work we do with communities across Lancashire.”

yOur Prescap, which has recently opened a new Arts and Media Centre in Fox Street, has been actively involved in creating art and arts projects with Lancashire communities for over 25 years. The organisation, which celebrated its 25th anniversary this year, uses art in a dynamic way to support individual development, regeneration, social cohesion and community development.

Ends
A little more about yOur Prescap.......
· yOur Prescap is the creative centre of a thriving society in Lancashire and beyond.
· yOur Prescap is an arts based community development company which operates under three strands:

· yOur Arts 
· yOur Creative Connections
· yOur Preston FM 

· Established in 1985, Prescap has been operating for 25 years in and around Lancashire, developing an organisation that is passionate about creativity.
· The new yOur Prescap Arts and Media Centre, based in Fox Street, Preston, has historical significance as it was the first gas lit building in Preston and will soon become the cultural hub for the county of Lancashire.

· yOur Prescap as an educational centre, designs tailor made opportunities for people to gain new skills and confidence, focussing on those who are less engaged and disenfranchised with society.

· Operating as a Registered Charity, yOur Prescap uses commercial opportunities to sustain the work they do within the community via the Social Enterprise, yOur Creative Connections, helping emerging social enterprises and supports private sector partners to understand the value of their investment.
For more information please contact: 
Jayne Moore t: 0151 707 0427 / 07773 846 962 or email: jayne@agentmarketing.co.uk or Darren McLeod t: 0151 707 0427 / 07920 774 395 email: darren@agentmarketing.co.uk
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