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Comment from Ben Hunt for on the Arts Council Spend in Lancashire
Ben Hunt, Chief Executive of yOur Prescap said:
“The reported figures spent on the arts per person in Lancashire are of course disappointing. Lancashire has such a rich and vibrant creative arts scene, it is such a shame that there is this divide between how much is spent here, when you compare these figures to other areas of England and Wales. Yet, organisations such as yOur Prescap have met with tough times before and we have shown our resilience many times over. 

“We have taken great steps over the past five years to diversify our revenue streams by setting up our social enterprise arm. yOur Creative has been set up to build a more robust and sustainable business model to help fill in the gaps created by any potential funding cuts we saw on the horizon. 
“yOur Prescap is such a key feature in the cultural landscape in Lancashire; we have been here for over 25 years and the organisation is woven into the fabric of so many local communities. We are so passionate about how creativity can transform people’s lives, we will do everything we can to ensure we continue to deliver the highest quality arts and media projects for the future.”

Ends
A little more about yOur Prescap.......
· yOur Prescap is the creative centre of a thriving society in Lancashire and beyond.
· yOur Prescap is an arts based community development company which operates under three strands:

· yOur Arts 
· yOur Creative 
· yOur Preston FM 

· Established in 1985, Prescap has been operating for 25 years in and around Lancashire, developing an organisation that is passionate about creativity.
· The new yOur Prescap Arts and Media Centre, based in Fox Street, Preston, has historical significance as it was the first gas lit building in Preston and will soon become the cultural hub for the county of Lancashire.

· yOur Prescap as an educational centre, designs tailor made opportunities for people to gain new skills and confidence, focussing on those who are less engaged and disenfranchised with society.

· Operating as a Registered Charity, yOur Prescap uses commercial opportunities to sustain the work they do within the community via the Social Enterprise, yOur Creative Connections, helping emerging social enterprises and supports private sector partners to understand the value of their investment.
For more information please contact: 
Jayne Moore t: 0151 707 0427 / 07773 846 962 or email: jayne@agentmarketing.co.uk or Darren McLeod t: 0151 707 0427 / 07920 774 395 email: darren@agentmarketing.co.uk
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